Sources of Colorado Law

This guide provides entry points into primary and secondary sources of Colorado law.
For question or tips on using any of these resources, please reach out to Nick Harrell
(nick harrell@cal0.uscourts.gov) or the library generally (library@cal0.uscourts.gov).
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STATUTES

The compiled statutes of Colorado are found in the Colorado Revised Statutes (“CRS”).
Print:

Colorado Revised Statutes:
The official version of the CRS is published in print by Lexis. Beyond the official text of
the statutes, the CRS includes some annotations. The CRS is currently published
annually and has a red cover.
Location:

e Current: Denver (State Statutes), Oklahoma City (KFC 1829)

e Prior Years: Denver (Superseded Statutes Room)

Colorado Revised Statutes Annotated:
West publishes the Colorado Revised Statutes Annotated (“CRSA”), which contains more
annotations than the CRS and is updated more frequently with pocket parts. The CRSA
has a blue cover
Location:

e Current: Denver (State Statutes)

e Prior Years: Denver (Superseded Statutes Room)

Online:
Current but unofficial versions of the CRS are publicly available online. The Committee
on Legal Services of the Colorado General Assembly has arranged for the CRS to be
hosted by Lexis, but does not require a login or subscription. You can access the Lexis
version (with some annotations) and downloadable PDFs (without annotations) from
the link below.
Location:

e Colorado Revised Statutes



https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/office-legislative-legal-services/colorado-revised-statutes

Westlaw:
The CRSA is available on Westlaw. The annotations found in the print edition may be
found from the “Context & Analysis” tab on Westlaw.
Location:
e Current: Colorado Statutes & Court Rules (Login Required)
e Prior Years: Colorado Statutes Annotated — Historical (1989-2017) (Login
Required)

Lexis Advance:
The unofficial CRS is available on Lexis Advance. The annotations found in the print
edition may be found from scrolling down to the “Annotations” on Lexis Advance.
Location:
e Current: Colorado Revised Statutes (Login Required)
e Prior Years: Archived Codes (1991-2017) (select “Colorado” from the
“Jurisdiction” menu) (Login Required)

Bloomberg Law:
A current, unofficial copy of the CRS is also available via Bloomberg Law.
Location:

e Colorado Revised Statutes (Login Required)

HeinOnline:
HeinOnline includes PDFs of official versions of the CRS from 1963 and earlier, the
Revised Statutes of Colorado, and other older statutes.
Location:
e State Statutes: A Historical Archive — Colorado (IP Authenticated)

LLMC:
Before the CRS, the Colorado Annotated Statutes by Mills contained the laws in for at
the time. Other codifications pre-dated the CRS; see HeinOnline above for more
examples

e Colorado Annotated Stats. (Mills’) (1912) (IP Authenticated)
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https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/ColoradoStatutesCourtRules?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/HistoricalStatutes/ColoradoStatutesAnnotatedHistorical?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/b101d2b1-d5a9-4a3b-b7f7-514f8364d302/?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/searcharchivedcodes?crid=dcc5f2ba-3017-463e-996b-74cf14b4fcb1
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/toc/source/105.102731/1226
https://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Index?index=sstatutes/state70118&collection=sstatutes
http://www.llmc.com/titledescfull.aspx?type=6&coll=9&div=34&set=99995

SESSION LAWS

The chronologically enacted laws of Colorado are found in the Colorado Session Laws.

Print:
Colorado Session Laws:
These volumes contain the laws, concurrent resolutions, and selected resolutions and
memorials passed in a given legislative session.
Location:
e Current-1864: Denver (State Statutes)
o Missing two volumes before 1864

Online:
PDF versions of the Colorado Session Laws are available from two CO institutions. The
Colorado General Assembly publishes the current session laws on its website along with
an archive going back until 1993. The University of Colorado Law Library complements
that collection by providing session laws from 1861 through 1992
Location:

e Colorado General Assembly: Session Laws Archive (1993-Current)

e University of Colorado: Colorado Session Laws (1861-1992)

Westlaw:
Westlaw provides access to session laws from 1989 through the current legislative
session.
Location:
e Current: Colorado Enacted Legislation (Current) (Login Required)

e Historical: Colorado Historical Enacted Legislation (1989-2017) (Login Required)

Lexis Advance:
Lexis Advance provides access to the session laws enacted during the current legislative
session.
Location:
e Colorado Advance Legislative Service (Login Required) (Current)

Bloomberg Law:
Bloomberg Law provides access to Colorado Session Laws from 1993 to the current
session.


https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/office-legislative-legal-services/session-laws-archive
http://lawcollections.colorado.edu/colorado-session-laws/
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/ProposedEnactedLegislation/ColoradoProposedEnactedLegislation/ColoradoEnactedLegislationSessionLaws?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/ProposedEnactedLegislation/HistoricalEnactedLegislationSessionLaws/ColoradoHistoricalEnactedLegislationSessionLaws?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/60d27207-23d9-4af8-bba2-ea9516ee1308/?context=1000516

Location:
e Colorado Session Laws (Login Required) (1993-Current)

HeinOnline:
HeinOnline provides access to the full run of the Colorado Session Laws in PDF format.
Location:

e Session Laws Library: Colorado (IP Authenticated) (1861-Current)

LLMC:
LLMC provides access to the Colorado Session Laws in PDF format from 1891 to 1987
Location:

e Colorado Session Laws
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https://www.bloomberglaw.com/p/402ea5c99f32885df5695480adeb7b1b/content_menu/105.525240
https://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Index?index=ssl/ssco&collection=ssl
http://www.llmc.com/titledescfull.aspx?type=6&coll=9&div=34&set=99889

Legislative History Materials

Fewer legislative materials exist for Colorado legislative history research than do for
Federal legislative history research. To that end, accessing legislative documents from
before the 1990s often requires a trip to the Colorado archives. For more detailed steps
on conducting Colorado legislative history research, see Colorado Legal Research by
Robert Linz available in the Denver Library at KFC 1875.L56.

Colorado House & Senate Journals:
The Colorado House & Senate Journals document the proceedings of the Colorado
General Assembly, including notes of legislation passage, vote counts, and committee
reports.
Location:
e Publicly Available:
o Current:
= House: Session Publications
= Senate: Session Publications
o 2016-2017:
= House Session End Documents
= Senate Session End Documents
o 1997-2015: 2015 and Prior Legislative Session Information
e LLMC: (IP Authenticated)
o 1879-1991:
= Colorado House Journals
= Colorado Senate Journals

Colorado Committee Reports:
Various reports and information from Colorado House and Senate Committees are
available online.
Location:

e Current: Colorado General Assembly: Committees (2016-Current)

o Be sure to scroll down on a particular committee’s page for report
information.

e Prior: 2015 and Prior Legislative Session Information (2000-2015)

e Westlaw: Colorado Legislative History (2005-Current) (Login Required)

e Lexis Advance: Colorado Legislative Bill History (2002- Current) (Login Required)



https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/house-representatives/session-publications
https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/senate/session-publications
https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/house-representatives/house-session-end-documents
https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/senate/senate-session-end-documents
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/cslFrontPages.nsf/PrevSessionInfo?openForm
http://www.llmc.com/titledescfull.aspx?type=6&coll=9&div=34&set=40747
http://www.llmc.com/titledescfull.aspx?type=6&coll=9&div=34&set=40748
https://leg.colorado.gov/content/committees
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/cslFrontPages.nsf/PrevSessionInfo?OpenForm
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/LegislativeHistory/ColoradoLegislativeHistory?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/62c9ba8a-4c08-43bc-ab31-a3d9e65fd42f/?context=1000516

Colorado Bills:

Bills from the Colorado Assembly are also available online.

Location:

Current: Colorado General Assembly: Bills (2016-Current)

Prior: 2015 and Prior Legislative Session Information (1997-2015)

e Westlaw:
o Current: Colorado Proposed Legislation (Current Session Only) (Login
Required)
o Prior: Colorado Historical Proposed Legislation (Bills) (2005-2017) (Login
Required)

o Colorado Bill Tracking: Colorado Bill Tracking (Login Required)
Lexis Advance:

o CO Full-Text Bills (1991-Current) (Login Required)

o CO Bill Tracking (Login Required)
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https://leg.colorado.gov/bill-search?field_sessions=10171&sort_bef_combine=field_bill_number%20ASC
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/cslFrontPages.nsf/PrevSessionInfo?OpenForm
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/ProposedEnactedLegislation/ColoradoProposedEnactedLegislation/ColoradoProposedLegislationBills?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/ProposedEnactedLegislation/HistoricalProposedLegislationBills/ColoradoHistoricalProposedLegislationBills?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/BillTracking/ColoradoBillTracking?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/b8311588-8daf-4bc7-9e80-1b8323612317/?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/699fcb93-8e2d-49be-a826-a4dcfeeca494/?context=1000516

Administrative Law

The codified regulations of Colorado appear in the Code of Colorado Regulations
(“CCR”). The CCR is updated with new regulations by the Colorado Register (“CR”)

Code of Colorado Regulations:

The official CCR is found online at the Colorado Secretary of State’s website. Print,
Westlaw, and Lexis Advance versions are also available.

Location:

Official: Code of Colorado Regulations (Current)

Print: Denver (State Statutes) (Current)
Westlaw:

o Current: Colorado Regulations (Current) (Login Required)

o Prior: Colorado Historical Regulations (2002-2017) (Login Required)

o Colorado Proposed & Adopted Regulations (Current) (Login Required)

o Colorado Proposed & Adopted Regulations (2006-Current) (Login
Required)

o Colorado Regulation Tracking (Login Required)

e lexis:
o Current: Colorado Code of Regulations (Current) (Login Required)
o Prior: Administrative Codes (2004-2017) (select “Colorado” from the
“Jurisdiction” menu) (Login Required)
o CO State Regulation Tracking (Login Required)

Colorado Register:
The Colorado Register is the chronological publication of proposed and final
administrative regulations.
Location:
e Official: Colorado Register (2006-Current)
e Print: Denver (State Statutes)

Colorado Attorney General Opinions:
The Colorado Attorney General provides formal opinions on question of law.
Location:

e Online: Formal AG Opinions (2001-Current)
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https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Welcome.do
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/ColoradoRegulations?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/HistoricalRegulations/ColoradoHistoricalRegulations?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/ProposedAdoptedRegulationsCurrent/ColoradoProposedAdoptedRegulationsCurrent?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/ProposedAdoptedRegulationsCurrent/ProposedAdoptedRegulationsAll/ColoradoProposedAdoptedRegulationsAll?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/RegulationTracking/ColoradoRegulationTracking?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/63d59372-6bc9-4aea-8a69-04317a1153ba/?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/searcharchivedcodes?crid=dcc5f2ba-3017-463e-996b-74cf14b4fcb1&aci=la&cbc=0&lnsi=dda1af00-db94-4fb5-bf88-9847a6c27506&rmflag=0&sit=1534970053046.655
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/9f3b608d-f9d6-439b-90f6-2ee763d65dee/?context=1000516
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/RegisterHome.do
https://coag.gov/resources/formal-ag-opinions

Case Law

Pacific Reporter:
The Pacific Reporter includes published state court cases from Colorado and other
western state cases.
Location:
e Print: Denver
e Westlaw: Users can view the reported of a case by clicking the PDF icon in the
upper-left-hand of the cases. (Login Required)

Subscription Databases:
Most often researchers will find and access cases on one of our research platforms.
Location:
e Westlaw: Colorado State Cases (Login Required)
o Colorado Supreme Court Cases (Login Required)
o Colorado Court of Appeals Cases (Login Required)

e Lexis Advance: All Colorado State Cases, Combined (Login Required)
o CO Supreme Court Cases from 1864 (Login Required)
o CO Court of Appeals Cases from 1891 (Login Required)

e Bloomberg Law: Colorado State Cases (Login Required)

e Google Scholar: Google Scholar

Colorado and Pacific Digest:
Digests provide summaries of cases and an organizational structure that enables users
to find cases by subject and legal issue.
Location:
e Print: Colorado and Pacific Digests (State Digests)
e LLMC: Colorado Cases Digest, Morrison (1891) (IP Authenticated)
e Westlaw: the digest system is incorporated through Westlaw’s Keynumber and
Headnote system (Login Required)
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https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Cases/ColoradoStateFederalCases/ColoradoStateCases?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Cases/ColoradoStateFederalCases/ColoradoStateCases/ColoradoSupremeCourtCases?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Cases/ColoradoStateFederalCases/ColoradoStateCases/ColoradoCourtofAppealsCases?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/eb8a9660-980b-4f99-b983-72fa14bee12a/?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/6cb4a437-0810-42b8-b206-1ad8bfcf694a/?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/01b9a594-df15-423e-946d-839703802cd3/?context=1000516
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/search/results/f577f0d49dd7a2e61fdbca49d2e58ca9
https://scholar.google.com/
http://www.llmc.com/searchResultVolumes2.aspx?ext=true&catalogset=99800

Court Rules
Colorado Court Rules can be found in print and online.

Colorado Court Rules
Location:
e Print: Colorado Court Rules, State: Denver (KFC 2329.A192); Oklahoma City (KFC
2329.A192); Tulsa (KFC 2329.A192)
o Older copies available in Superseded Statutes room
e Westlaw: West’s Colorado Court Rules Annotated (Current) (Login Required)
e Lexis Advance: Colorado Court Rules (Current) (Login Required)
e Publicly Available Online: Colorado — Local, State and Federal Court Rules
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Jury Instructions

Colorado Jury Instructions — Civil
The Colorado civil jury instructions are prepared by the Colorado Supreme Court
Committee on Civil Jury Instructions.
Location:
e Print:
e Westlaw: Colorado Jury Instructions-Civil (Login Required)
e Lexis Advance: Colorado Jury Instructions for Civil Trials (Login Required)

Colorado Jury Instructions — Criminal
The Colorado criminal jury instructions are prepared by the Colorado Supreme Court
Committee on Criminal Jury Instructions.
Location:
e Print:
e Westlaw: Colorado Jury Instructions-Criminal (Login Required)

e Lexis Advance: Colorado Jury Instructions, Criminal (Login Required)
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https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/ColoradoStatutesCourtRules?guid=N02FE6CC0D88511DBA93CE8A0BD96DE4A&contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/49daa84e-6706-4409-a5c7-3833be1fb0ff/?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/container?config=00JABiMzRkN2Q5Ny1iMGZiLTQwYWYtOGEyMC0xNGIyNDAyMTViOTcKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dTqXrsE3Hsqu82D2r8ESV5&crid=94336635-3c2c-4aa6-bbd6-4cf0d340cf02
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/ColoradoSecondarySources/ColoradoJuryInstructionsCivil?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/aa58565f-229e-4e24-ba1b-62067cae5553/?context=1000516
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/ColoradoSecondarySources/ColoradoJuryInstructionsCriminal?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/c5fbaf32-baeb-4876-82b2-fd5540776315/?context=1000516

Legal Periodicals
Legal News

Colorado Lawyer
The Colorado Lawyer is the monthly publication of the Colorado Bar Association
Location:

e Print: Denver (Law Reviews) (1971-Current)

e Online: HeinOnline: Colorado Lawyer (1971-Current)

e Westlaw: Colorado Lawyer (1983-Current) (Login Required)

Law Week Colorado
Law Week Colorado is a weekly newspaper for Coloradan lawyers.
Location:

e Print: Denver (Current Six Months)

Law Reviews & Journals
The following law reviews and journals are available in print in the library, online,
Westlaw, Lexis Advance, and on HeinOnline.

e University of Colorado Law Review

e Denver University Law Review

e Colorado Natural Resources, Energy & Environmental Law
e Colorado Technology Law Journal

e Denver Journal of International Law & Policy

e Transportation Law Journal

e University of Denver Criminal Law Review

e University of Denver Sports & Entertainment Law Journal
e University of Denver Water Law Review
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https://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Index?index=barjournals/cololaw&amp;collection=barjournals
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LawReviewsJournals/ColoradoLawReviewsJournals/ColoradoLawyer?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/SecondarySourcesLibrary?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/SecondarySourcesLibrary?contextData=(sc.Default)&transitionType=Default&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Index?index=journals/state3079&collection=journals

Additional Online Resources

Colorado General Assembly
Colorado Legislative Council

Office of Legislative Legal Services

Colorado State Archives

Colorado Joint Legislative Library

Cornell University Law School Legal Information Institute: Colorado Legal Materials
Findlaw: Colorado Courts

Justia: Colorado Law

Library of Congress Guide to Colorado Law

CO Legislative History from the University of Denver Law Library
CO Legislative Council Research Publications

CO Statutes and Legislative Information

Legal Research Corner Articles from The Colorado Lawyer
Researching Colorado Local Government Law

Researching Colorado Statutes
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Law Libraries

University of Colorado, William A. Wise Law Library
Location:
e William A. Wise Law Library

University of Denver, Westminster Law Library
Location:
e Westminster Law Library

Colorado Supreme Court Law Library
Location:
e Colorado Supreme Court Library
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http://leg.colorado.gov/
http://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/legislative-council-staff
https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/office-of-legislative-legal-services
https://www.colorado.gov/archives
http://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/legislative-council-staff/joint-legislative-library
http://www.law.cornell.edu/states/colorado.html
http://caselaw.findlaw.com/courts/Colorado
http://law.justia.com/colorado/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/guide/states/us-co.php
http://law.du.edu/images/uploads/library/34ColoradoLegislativeHistory.pdf
http://law.du.edu/images/uploads/library/34ColoradoLegislativeHistory.pdf
http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/library/library-services/digital-collections/colorado-legislative-process
http://www.coallnet.org/publications-and-research/legal-research-corner/
http://library.ca10.circ10.dcn/Documents/Pathfinders/Linz.pdf
http://libguides.uccs.edu/crs
http://lawlibrary.colorado.edu/
https://www.law.du.edu/library
https://cscl.colibraries.org/colorado-judicial-branch

